A PREFATORY  NOTE
women and opulent with feeling and mirth. Mr. Stoddart's youthful spirit, buoyant and genial, serves him now, in the evening gray, as readily and as amply as it did in the morning gold, and his memoir has been written with spontaneous earnestness, simple candor, and homelike grace. Much of it is in outline; but sometimes, as in a poem by Heine or a landscape by Corot, the outline is suggestive of the complete painting ; and no part of it is tedious. In Ms writing, as in his acting, it is the sketch that is achieved rather than the elaborate fabric of complex art. One of this comedian's most representative triumphs on the stage was gained in Dion Boucicault's play of "The Long Strike," as the old lawyer, Mr. Moneypenny, a man outwardly crabbed but inwardly tender, comic in his garb of morose selfishness but winning in his abundant humanityj and whoever saw that performance (first given many years ago at Laura Keene's Theater) saw the " picture in little " of those attributes of the actor that have made him great; for xviid xvigs of actors could well be spared.   The
